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THE UAE

! By Moutussi Acharvya
H\. IMDLARMN enilrepreneLn whio is
gs0 a keen environmentalist has
staried producing paper from
wraste clodh at his factory in Duba.,

“We are the lirst and only opes
h'l. the Gull 10 |'1.'L'3.'L||: textile
factory waste ond discarded
cotion cloth o produce  papsr

kngwn as handmade or recycled

per,” savs Rajon Ahluwalia, of
] G%T; Paper Industry, in Al Choz.
i & product 1s hundred per ceml

H,'I-I'I'H!rhﬂ} produced  entirely
fpom dumped material and s
further recyclable. There is a huge
demand in the Gull for this

et. Unlike some recyeled
wets which look shabby, our
et looks elegant and is used

I many purposes: from invilation
.'nd greeting cards to wriling

per, envelopes, wrling pads,

Ie covers, brochures, gifi
wrappers, bottle holders,
wallpaper, gifi boxes, sweel
Hhoxes, decorative paper, elc.”

, Mr Ahluwalia, who has been in
The environment ficld and waste
mangement busingss i India for
[ the fast 10 yenrs, was collecting
ga and disposing it of in an
o] mendally friendly way in
Chandigarh. He also employed B0

-pn;l.:u:n and their wives o
make handmade paper.

When Mr Ahluwallin came o
the JPAE, he sow a lot of wase
produced here and wanted 1w do

sthing.

1 saw there were o lol o
garment faciories here which were
just_dumping their waste in the
landfills, In fact, we had o buy the
wiisle in [ndia bt here it is free o
it is jus thrown away. | saw there
wis not & single factory recyeling
the wextile waste in the whole of

the Gulfl and [ decided | eoaild e

A factory recycles cloth into paper

bet this opportunity po. Also, the
conditions were very favourable as
people here are  environment
conscious and the demand here for
recycled products is grent. People
get quite excied when | weldl them
aboun my idea”

Mr Ahlwwalia says people can
contfibute n the foture h:.
domatimg therr ol colton clofhes,
as well s jute bags bought from
the supermarkel mowhich onions,
rce, e, are packed. “But since
my production capacity 1s small, |
cannot accept them nght mow os
they could not be watilised, In
fwiture, when we start producimg o
full CapmCity, we will have 1o work
owt a petwork of collection PeE TR
by approaching the Emiralcs
Environment Group and sioniliar
organisations A1 the moment |

Waste cloth bring recycled into paper of the Al Quoz Ductory.

have so much raw material | can
ulilise only a fraction of that so
]'-._'nl;rlu,- who waml o donate thes
ald clodhes will have o wall for a
while.”

But even now he feels he =
I:l.'lhl.ﬁ; a dillerence by h.,'|'|'-i:||.j.: thi
Dubai  governmenl redoce
landfill problem by codlecting all
the wiste of garment factoneas,

“And we are also coniributing
oair bt to the world's. environmmiem
l":. il Cltiing tivwn fix
produce more paper. Do vou know
one tonne of mill paper produced
cikls the earh 2000 euchlypus
trecs or 460 bapmboo plants? Also,
we don’t ose chhlonne or any
chemicals whatsoever and i1 is
progheced in the most eco-fnendly
Wy,

Explaining

in=

Irdi=

ihg recycling

process, he s, the colion wasie
1% firsd I!ll.1|:||;h| 1 the l..-,'lm:.. amdl
thrashed for five o six hoars wll i
wms fluily. It is then pui in an
agitator and brought 1o o paricular
conseEtency. o creale  doflerent
designs, flowers, grass, wollen bits
are added 1o the pulp and then
moalded o sheets which are
dried owt in the sun. They are then
pressed in a calendur machineg o
give o glazing «<ffect. The
company  has bed ap with a
number of people o supply
everyvihing from recyveled
shopping bags, cands, envelopes,
to tabde mats and lamp shades and
venetian blinds made of this paper.

Mr Ahluwwalia says though the
paper 1% mindy sobld i bulk o
stationeries and card
manufacturers eic., Uw company 1=

prepared o meel speciic demands
of clents. But the mimmmuom order
should be ot leost for 150&g,
swhich is the guntity proshiced ar
one time by the machine. Al the
meanient. the UMY 15 Mecy ._'l:n;;
L5 1onnes of wasie per duy but s
gogl is 12 tonnes

Chasis Paper has alresdy fownd
many clients, ncluding
individuals, who wani to ose the
recycled stationery. Dubsi
!'l.'1||n|-,".|1:||1|:|. hias promised 10 meel
all itz paper nesds with the
company’s material. Dubal
Eppen, DHL. and Emarsl wanl 0
have their letierheads on recycled
PRIt

Mr Ahlowalin also has plans o
recwele wood and Eet wvolved |
'ul.n;ul ||||.|..._"r|||:|_;' I ||||-.|-|.“
beautifiol furmitere
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